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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1,4,8-10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Yamaguchi et al. 

Yamaguchi et al. teaches a shaving apparatus comprising at least one shaving 
head, 54, including a shaving surface for contacting skin during shaving and at least 
one cutter, 51 , that is moveable behind the shaving surface, (fig. 26), a drive structure 
including a motor, 3, coupled to the at least one cutter for driving the movement of the at 
least one cutter, electric power supply means, 9, connected to the motor, a housing, 
8,12, containing the motor and at least part of the electric power supply means, (the part 
of the plug, 9, that is connected to the motor), and carrying the drive structure, (col. 3, 
lines 28-45), a detachable shell structure, 7, enveloping at least a circumference of the 
housing behind the at least one shaving head when mounted to he housing, a shaving 
head holder support, 155, carrying the shaving head holder to which the at least one 
shaving head is mounted, wherein the shell extends at least from a face against which 
the at least one shaving head holder support is mounted to a power plug socket, 9, at 
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an end of the housing opposite from the face against which the at least one shaving 
head holder support is mounted, wherein the shell structure fully envelops the housing 
at least between the face against which the at least one shaving head holder support is 
mounted and the power plug socket, (fig. 7). Yamaguchi also teaches that the shell 
structure includes shell portion spaced from the housing such that an interspace is left 
between the housing and the shell portions, (fig. 4), the housing including at least a first 
operating member, and the shell structure including at least a second operating 
member, S, mechanically and electrically connected with the first operating member, 
(col. 3, lines 25-27), and the shell structure consisting of two shell portions, having 
shapes different from each other, (the shell portion with the hole for the switch, S, is 
shaped differently than the other shell portion). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6,7,1 1 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 



unpatentable over Yamaguchi et al. in view of Maraguchi et al. 
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Yamaguchi et al. teaches all the limitations of the claims except for at least a 
portion of the shell structure being of a more impact resistant material than the housing, 
a portion of the shell structure is of a softer material than the housing, an optical 
signaling member, and the shell structure including a window via which optical signals 
generated by the optical signaling member are visible, an assortment of at least two 
shaving apparatus, and at least two shell structures. Maraguchi et al. teaches an 
optical signaling member, and the shell structure including a window via which optical 
signals generated by the optical signaling member are visible, (col. 4, lines 49-53, fig. 
1 ). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the tool of Yamaguchi with an optical signaling member, 
as taught by Maraguchi, in order to enhance the functionality of the tool. It would have 
been further obvious to provide the tool with least a portion of the shell structure being 
of a more impact resistant material than the housing, a portion of the shell structure is of 
a softer material than the housing, as a matter of obvious design choice. It would have 
been further obvious to provide an assortment of two shaving apparatuses, since it is 
well known to manufacture multiple apparatuses. It would have been obvious to provide 
tow shell structures, since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential 
working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claim 5 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,4 and 6-15 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SHANTESE MCDONALD whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4486. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Hail can be reached on (571 ) 272-4485. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

S. L.M. 

August 19, 2009 



/Joseph J. Hail, III/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3723 



